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On Feb. 3 in Paris, Paraguayan Navy Capt. Aurelio Lucena Espinola told reporters of plans for a
merchant marine and naval industry training school, called the Escuela Superior Tecnico-Naval
"Republica del Paraguay." According to Lucena Espinola, the school program is aimed at creating
skilled labor for the shipyard industry, and crew members for the nation's merchant marine. Only
a tiny fraction of non-military vessels carrying cargo and passengers into and out of Paraguay
obtain maintenance and repair services in the country. Lucena Espinola said Paraguayan shipyard
companies and its merchant marine are at a distinct disadvantage in Mercosur (Southern Cone
Common Market, comprised of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay). The "Hidrovia" project
will eventually link the Plata basin nations via river transport networks. Lucena Espinola said he and
Paraguayan economist Juan Carlos Herken, who resides in Paris, created the technical- vocational
school project in March 1991. The principal objective of the French-funded Asociacion Paraguaya
para la Educacion, Arte, Ciencia y Tecnica is installation of the school in Asuncion. At present, said
the capitain, program activities are focused on a feasibility study "which should include visits to
foreign training centers," at a cost of about US$500,000. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
02/03/92)
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